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Extended abstract

It is expected that Special Projects requesting large amounts of computing resources (500,000 SBU or more) should
provide a more detailed abstract/project description (3-5 pages) including a scientific plan, a justification of the
computer resources requested and the technical characteristics of the code to be used. The Scientific Advisory
Committee and the Technical Advisory Committee review the scientific and technical aspects of each Special Project
application. The review process takes into account the resources available, the quality of the scientific and technical
proposals, the use of ECMWF software and data infrastructure, and their relevance to ECMWF’s objectives. -
Descriptions of all accepted projects will be published on the ECMWF website.

Evaluating land surface model uncertainty and strategies for improved forecast skill

Improving the skill of flood and drought forecasts driven by numerical weather prediction requires
developments in land surface modelling (LSMs). Particularly important is the representation of soil
moisture, infiltration and runoff processes and the feedbacks to the energy cycle. For drought
prediction this is particularly important at the seasonal forecasting scale. Here we evaluate land
surface model uncertainty and strategies for improved forecasts skill using CHTESSEL, JULES and
other LSMs driven by forecasts over a variety of time horizons.
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