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Time is very limited

Information is critical

Situational Awareness Overview for Operational Planning

Emergency Preparedness and Response Branch
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Weather Forecasting for Humanitarian Response

IRI

NOAA CPC

ECMWF
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No access to high resolution data

Data is difficult to interpret – how to characterize uncertainty?

Many models – which is the most appropriate?
(eg Sahel rainfall during ENSO, HoA drought, snowfall in Afghanistan)

What is the critical threshold for a forecast before we can implement a 
potentially costly operational reaction?
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road conditions (impassable to what types of vehicles)
airstrip deterioration

backlog at port operations
strategic locations of humanitarian hubs

IDP/refugee camp sites
warehousing sites

costs and time required to reroute/replan aid
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majority  are limited by inadequate training of forecasters

majority either do not have adequate observation stations, 
telecommunication systems or cannot maintain 24/7 operational 

forecasting capacities/databases

majority feel the need to improve forecasting and warning capabilities, 
and most of them want better partnerships with other agencies involved 

in disaster risk reduction

many services collaborate to some extent, particularly for hazard 
warnings; but most require better coordination to issue warnings

National Met and Disaster Management Services
(WMO Survey)
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pre-positioning relief items

improving disaster relief capacity through trainings

help decision makers plan agricultural strategy

development of disaster contingency plans

improve lead time for timely appropriate intervention

initiating pre-emergency funding requests

Proactive in Disaster Management



What do we need?

easy access to global models and data

data downloadable in a format (ie kml, shapefile, geotiff) which can be 
quickly used on sit/ops maps

higher resolution data which can be used at sub-national scales

easy to interpret information/guidance on use

improved and continued collaboration between the science of 
forecasting and operational reaction at ground level 
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Thank You


